76              A F TEE    THESE    MANY    QUESTS
the sordid poverty, disease and overcrowding, the po and the misery, the caste prejudice, the racial clashes the greed.
After all, it was nothing to do with us, the gilded you Empire. We, who were kind to our bearers and our < staff, and to whom the millions of this backward land b< down. We were deplorably frivolous, but commendably 1 spirited. As the evening progressed the groups round Gymkhana tables grew bigger and more hilarious. D music, wafted on warm air, stole our senses with alcohol.
Dinner was a movable feast and we were apt to go troc off noisily to some other chummery with a mob of ch acquaintances, suddenly promoted to bosom friends, were invited to take "pot luck." The Goanese cook ah managed this miracle of loaves and fishes. He had to, < would have been fired.
After dinner someone would occasionally suggest a "down the road." This always perturbed me acu The "road" meant Grant Road, the notorious br< quarter. Bombay was said, at that time, to have the bif population of prostitutes of any town in the British Em They were displayed in so-called "cages" in the Grant I area. The cages were something like shop windows, instead of glass they had wooden bars reminiscent of elephant house at the Zoo. A taxi tour of the "cages" one of the regular sights of Bombay. Bedizened and disc wretches, of all shades of colour, waved and shrieked al passing sahibs. I never felt anything but pity and revuls nor, I believe, did the vast majority of the sahibs.
There were also superior houses in the same area w one could enter a large reception hall, buy drinks of doul quality at an exorbitant price, and dance with the Eurs girls. The idea was to go, when the spirit moved, hit inner room. However, the sahibs, under compulsio: nothing better to do, had, in nine cases out of ten, c only with a sense of curiosity and tolerant, if misgui amusement. This infuriated the memsahib proprietors-"Mrs. Warrens"—who had an eye to business. Uproai and unprofitable visitors were speedily turned out.